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PLEDGES
RISE IN

PENSION

But where will Chancellor find the

extra £8billion to fund increase?

GORDON BROWN
cleared the way last
night for a major
increase in the state
pension - but it could
take decades to
deliver.

The Chancellor's pledge

offered future pensioners the
prospect of seeing their

By Benedict Brogan
?glltlcal Editor e

income rising faster than
inflation. But it also left him
the unresolved question of
how to find £8billion a year
to pay for the rise.

Closer inspection of his
announcement confirmed the
Government has only a vague
idea of how he and his successors
will find the money. Under one

proposal, the increase would be
phased in very gradually, while
another suggests it will be initially
limited to over-75s.

Mr Brown is refusing to fund
the increase with a tax rise - a
condition critics say will make it
impossible to deliver

His offer, designed to mollify
critics of Labour’s failure to
resolve the pension issue, came as
Lord Turmer's final report after a
three-year inquiry revealed the
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Never

Jack and Sir Sean

bury the hatchet

to share a stage {
|
l

for Tartgn Week

By Jonathan Ilroduebanlc

IT is the event that once brought you Jacn
McConnell in a rather too fetching
pin-striped kilt . . . and Sir Sean Connery in }l’

an almight; m
‘Never o p seemed to mutter as the dusd |i-

settled gnnressed to Kilt 2004 - the New Yo
fashion show that both launched and torpedoe 0
the First r's modelling career.
Bul then, as former 007 actor Sir Sean once coun-
selled, Never Say Never Again.
had Secotland

Last year's Tartan Week may have
most aenlor politician and its mnsl. famous semu%

citizen posted missing pﬂ:sum sulking. But 200
was the year of the all-star

The uneasy double act of Elﬁol.tlsh Labour leader,
and SNP culebrlty su rier-in-chief had everv»{
one guessing for . Would their iong suspecte
mutual ant .ipnt.hy shuw behind the glacial smlle-:?‘
Would the Bond star offer a bnmmshnrhmmk
Was Jack McConnell going to wear a miniskirt agatn

The good news for Mr McConnell is no one l.hmaun:
his kilt looked like a skirt this time. Nor did one |
laugh at his charcoal grey Argyle jacket and matching
waisteoat, which repinced the pulfed-up ghillie's shirt
of 2004. Certainly, not a soul remarked that he may be
showl.n a little more leg than was su'lay fitting.

1f anything, fi experts this year's
kit mn,v be a little on the long side. But otherwise, no
problem at all. Well, except for the colour

‘Grey does tend to be a little, er, . remarked one
colour consultant. But the ensemble, designed by
Galashiels-based Lochearron, clearly gave Mr
McConnell the confidence to confront the e5 of
two years ago head on.

He sald; 'I'm proud to once again be uhum nrr
the kilts of one d's finest

‘He played it safe to avoid
another fashion faux pas’

TE

in New York. Scotland’s designers are Inl:n'n'ilngly |
making a hlg impact internationally and the Dressed |
to Kilt fashion show gives a special nppurl.unu.y Lo

show off their work. As First Minister, I'm always

proud to play my part.’
la Jedinak, who runs top London,
style consultancy Joy of Colour, gave her verdict: “This,
ought: “better

time he seems to have tho

playl
pas. But he would have looked good with a stronger
more colourfil pattern in his kilt, like Sean Connery’s.
Mayhe he will be more colourful next time.

“This time his body language is different and you can
tell he doesn't want to be in the spotlight.”

Nelther, at times, did Sir Sean, who has just had
kidney surgery to remove g benlgn tumour. He is sald’ |
to have described the Scottish Executive's recent
efforts to promote Scotland abroad as ‘a joke”

After one ar his own jokes fell flat with an American
journalist, Sir Sean asked whether the writer under-
stood English. But the actor perked up as wife
Micheline hitehed up his kilt to reveal a flash of leg for
the cameras. And he seemed to enjoy the eatwalk
show featuring fellow actor Brian Cox, fellaw golfer

am Torrance and fellow SNP giant Alex Saimond
weamxgnldltrormzﬂm;t:mem his adult life.

Far more wo than the Salmond kilt was the
cowboy hat - eif Was verf( small or the MP’s head
is very big. Wisely, he threw it into the crowd before

everyone got a proper look.

Other catwalk stars included pop star Darius
Danegh, racing driver Sir Stirling Moss, actresses |
Bebe Neuwirth and Tatum O'Neal and Miss Scotland,
Aisling Priel.

Meanwhile, American billionaire Donald Trump
wasted no time in presenting Sir Sean with the first
Honorary membership of his proposed new goif course
| ot Bulmudln_ in Aberdeenshire,

| Quirage at £3.2m *bribe’ - Page 17
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say never again...

Wee Jack and Big Tam: Jack McConnell and Sir Sean
Connery share the stage at the New York fashion show

Ay
" o)

Scots wahey: A stetson-toting Alex Salmond
and Alsling Friel get into the Tartan Week spirit

i yEa {\

A cheeky moment as
0 ts
in on the
r to the old
mystery: What does a

s = -" et T Scotsman wear under
w = his kilt?

Kilted heroes: Sam Torrance and Darius Danesh on the catwalk




